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President’s Note
F L O AT  M A G A Z I N E  -  I S S U E  0 1

Dear Visitors,

I think we can all agree 2020 was quite a year. First, I hope this fi nds you well. As we begin to emerge from the 
isolation and social distancing required by the pandemcic and start to think about travel again, I hope you will 
consider fi nding your way back to South County, Rhode Island.

I think we’re all tired of lounge wear and zoom calls and ready for some real lounging by the ocean and in-person 
dining by the sea with friends and family. We’re ready for long, ambling bike rides or hikes through lush forests 
and paddling peacefully along secret inlets. I’m sure we’re all excited for the return of summer fairs and festivals 
and South County is welcoming back some of our more popular events such as the Charlestown Seafood Festival, 
the Washington County Fair and Rhythm & Roots.

Come see what’s new since you last visited South County. There are several new businesses that opened during the 
pandemic. Check out some of the innovations that sprung up from the pandemic - expanded and unique outdoor 
dining options, especially at some of our more upscale properties such as the Sipping Terrace at Ocean House or 
the Maker’s Mark Hobbit House and the Safari Scotch & Cigar tents at the Preserve.

Most importantly, South County was doing social distancing before it was cool. With 100 miles of coastline and 
20 public beaches, there’s plenty of room spread out and enjoy the beach. Getting out in nature is easy in South 
County as the region is not overly built up. There are plenty of nature and wildlife preserves to explore. Bring a 
picnic and savor the views. Or, make getting dinner part of your trip by learning to dig for clams or going fi shing 
on one of our many fi shing charters. 

Speaking of boats, we have a list of ways you can easily get out on the water whether you’re an experienced boat 
captain or a novice. 

We hope you fi nd your way back to South County, RI this summer and fall!

Louise D. Bishop

President, South County Tourism Council

Photo: Dave Sarazen

We hope you fi nd your way back to South County, RI this summer and fall!
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Welcome to South County 

What is South County? It’s the southernmost region of the state of Rhode Island. South County is known for its beaches. You could 
say South County is the reasson why Rhode Island is known as “the Ocean State.” We’re known for our unspoiled nature and are 
a haven for those who enjoy the outdoors. Hike or bike miles of trails through lush forests and wildlife preserves that spill into a 
100 miles of coastline, lined with 20 public beaches. Paddle through peaceful inlet waterways that lead to secluded sandbars. Catch 
a glimpse of migrating birds as they make their way north or south depending on the season. If you love nature, South County is 
the place to be.

We are comprised of eleven towns, each one unique and each with something to off er. In the north Coventry is steeped in history. 
Its most famous citizen, General Nathanael Greene, at the age of 33 served as the youngest second-in-command to General George 
Washington during the Revolutionary War. Tour his homestead that was restored and refurbished in the period style. Walk, bike 
or roller blade on the paved path along the Coventry Greenway or the Trestle Trail from Coventry to Connecticut. 

West Greenwich is the headquarters of URI’s Whispering Pines Conference Center and it’s considered a Southern Rhode Island 
sportsman’s paradise with 80% of the area comprised of woodlands. Stepping Stone Ranch is a retreat for families who love horse-
back riding, hayrides, camping or hiking. Rock climbing is a challenge in the Wickaboxet Area’s Rattlesnake Ledge, and Big River 
spawns big fi sh waiting to be caught. 

East Greenwich is known as Southern Rhode Island’s dining destination due to its wide variety of outstanding restaurants rang-
ing from waterfront dining to eclectic Main Street establishments. Main Street is also home to the Varnum Memorial Armory, 
where you will fi nd uniforms and armaments from the Revolution through the Vietnam area. Main Street is renowned as Rhode 
Island’s bridal capital, lined with exquisite shops featuring elegant apparel and gifts from precious antiques to stunning wedding 
gowns. Visit the Odeum Theatre, Varnum House Museum and the New England Wireless and Steam Museum for a taste of South 
County’s history.

North Kingstown is notably one of the most popular places to visit in South County because of its location, natural harbor, and great 
shopping, . The historic village of Wickford, one of the “10 Best Main Streets in the U.S.A,” is lined with shops off ering unique 
merchandise and waterfront dining.

Exeter is classifi ed as one of the few remaining rural communities in Rhode Island. Outdoor adventure abounds in the natural beauty 
of the Arcadia Management Area, a state-owned 14,000 acre park. Thirty miles of hiking and walking trails, campsites, freshwater 
beaches and ponds for fi shing, boating and kayaking, guarantee an invigorating experience, especially during Fall, when the beauti-
ful, New England foliage emerges. Yawgoo Valley Ski Area and Waterpark will keep the kids busy no matter the season. And don’t 
forget to visit the state’s only museum dedicated to the indigenous people and culture, Tomaquag Museum.

First inhabited by the Native American Narragansett Indian Tribe, Charlestown residents and visitors now call this coastal com-
munity “the best kept secret in Rhode Island.” Miles of secluded, unspoiled, sandy beaches off er visitors a chance to enjoy many 
outdoor activities or just some relaxation under the sun. Stop by the Fantastic Umbrella Factory for a walk through a bamboo forest 
as well as beautiful greenhouses and shops full of products made by local artisans.

South Kingstown is home to two of South County’s scenic beaches, tranquil farmlands, and historic landmarks. Downtown 
Wakefi eld is situated on the revitalized Saugatucket River, an architectural sight to behold. Unique shops and restaurants line Main 
St. featuring exquisite antiques, garden supplies, apparel, gifts, crafts, and more! 

Recognized as the home of some of the fi nest beaches in the Northeast, Narragansett provides the perfect place to enjoy a peace-
ful or fun-fi lled vacation. While traveling on scenic Ocean Rd, you will get a glimpse of a spectacular architectural structure, the 
Towers of Narragansett. This well-known landmark evokes scenes from Narragansett’s Victorian past. The bustling Port of Galilee, 
the second largest commercial fi shing port in New England, guarantees the freshest fi sh on the East Coast. Galilee is also the main 
port for the Block Island ferries and Rhode Island’s only whale watching excursion onboard the Gail Frances.

Hopkinton is a quaint, historic town where golfers from near and far can fl ock to beautiful, green golf courses including Fenner 
Hill, Lindhbrook and Wood River Golf Club. For outdoor enthusiasts interested in boating, fi shing, canoeing and kayaking, 
Hopkinton provides the perfect place along the unspoiled banks of the Wood-Pawcatuck River. It is surely the outdoor place-to-
be! Long and Ell Ponds are the only designated National Natural Landmarks in Rhode Island.  

The open, green spaces in Richmond are ideal for great golf and attracting visitors all year round. Golfers can take advantage of 
the warm spring and fall days to tee off  at one of Richmond’s many courses. Enjoy the picturesque surroundings of a beautiful 
countryside in any season, but especially at the height of growing season. 

South County’s town of Westerly, is so named for its position at the south-western tip of the Rhode Island, and includes Watch Hill 
and Misquamicut, two highly popular summer resort communities that fringe the Atlantic Ocean. Charming downtown Westerly, 
with its wonderful Victorian architecture and beautifully landscaped Wilcox Park, helped to earn the designation “one of the twelve 
most distinctive destinations in the country.” Tranquil Watch Hill boasts lovely beaches and a waterfront village, making it a perfect 
stop for outdoor dining, leisurely walks and antiquing. 
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Many South County businesses had to adapt during the pandemic in 2020. We saw unique dining esperiences arise that were more private, 

such as igloos and we saw many restaurants offering curbside pickup and working with companies like Doordash. While many struggled to 

just survive, others decided to start up during the pandemic. The list here is of both new and notable businesses that either started during 

the pandemic or offered something new. 

Food & Drink
Bomb Burritos & Bowls

The  Coastal Cabin

Duck Press

Farmhouse Kitchen + Bar at Shelter Harbor Inn

Fresh Cup Café

Li’l Rhody Seafood

Loafing Around

Maker’s Mark Hobbit House at the Preserve Sporting Club & 

Residences

N. O. Bar Clam Shack

Neapolis Italian Emporium

No Bull Steakhouse and Pub

Pepper Junction 401

Pizza Envy

Rhode Island Pizza Co.

Scoop T’s Mobile Ice Cream

Sea Craft at The Shore House Inn

Secret Garden Creperie at Ocean House

Sipping Terrace at Ocean House

Sly Fox Den and Restaurant

South County Distillers

Surfside Coffee Matunuck

Taco Republic

Tropical Smoothie Café

West Passage Brewing Company

Winterhawk Vineyards

Accommodations
Glamp Frogmore

Hilltop Lodge at the Preserve Sporting Club & Residences

The Marilla

The Shore House Inn

Shops
Indigo Elephant

Wedding & Event Venues
Shepherds Run

Things to Do
Ocean Zen Charters

Safari Tents at the Preserve Sporting Club & Residences

Water Wanderers

 

The Preserve Maker’s Mark Hobbit House

The Shore House

South County Distillers
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Grab your surfboard and stay at this renovated South County boarding house by the beach!
South County is full of unique and historic places to stay close to the ocean. The Marilla at Matunuck is a vintage 
boardinghouse built around 1902. Your newly renovated one and two bedroom furnished apartment comes with a 
private entrance and is only a fi ve minute walk to a free beach. At night you can fall asleep to the soothing sounds of 
the waves crashing on the shore.

There are pet friendly apartments as well as ocean view apartments with porches and balconies available. They come 
with well equipped kitchens, gas grills, private bathrooms, WIFI and off street parking.

The Marilla is perfect for romantic getaways, family vacations and reunions. Bring your bikes and boards or rent them 
at the nearby surf shop.

The Marilla is close to everything the small surf village of Matunuck has to offer.  Steps away is  a coffee van, pizza 
shop, two restaurants, paddle board and bike rentals, an ice cream stand, a laundromat and a grocery store with a deli 
and a souvenir shop. Just a short drive away is a fresh farm stand.

The Marilla is also close to many other attractions South County has to offer.  You can tour the region easily by car.

Open Year round
948 Matunuck Beach Road, South Kingstown, RI

Marilla1902.com

� e

       
MARILLA

Photo: Faye Brown

Dress: Three Islands Lifestyle, Westerly, RI

Advertorial
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Laid back beach vibes abound at South County’s surf village in Matunuck

The Village of Matunuck sits nestled on the southern coastline of Rhode Island overlooking Block 
Island Sound.  Come visit the Ocean Mist, just a beach bar notorious for its live entertainment, 
irresistible food, and legendary cocktails.  Or join your friends on the rooftop deck at The Pub for 
great Irish food, drinks, and a sunset you cannot beat. Prolong your stay 
with Point Break Cottages which offers quaint rentals with beach access, 
covered porches, and a short walk to all of our locations.  While here, 
check out Matunuck Surf Shop for all your gear, grab a New York style 
pizza at Matunuck Pizza Pie Co., or enjoy your coffee and a quick bite at 
Surfside Coffee. 

Come feel the nostalgic way of life here in Matunuck!

Follow us on social media to stay up to date on events and all the fun 
down here in Matunuck!

The

       
Village of MatunuckAdvertorial

Advertorial

       @oceanmistbar    @thepubmtk        @pointbreakcottages     @mtkpizzapiecompany     @surfmatunuck    @surfsidecoffeematunuck
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Charlestown, RI boasts the darkest
stretch of night sky between 

Boston and New York City

Sky

DThe

arkest

Night
Natives and visitors consider Charlestown,“the best kept 

secret in Rhode Island.” Miles of secluded, sandy beaches 

and nature preserves offer visitors a chance to enjoy many 

outdoor activities or just some relaxation under the sun. 

Charlestown is also known for the darkest stretch of night 

sky between Boston and New York City. Tucked into the 227 

acre Ninigret Park which was the site of the former Naval 

Auxliary Air Academy is the Frosty Drew Observatory. Named 

for Edwin F. “Frosty” Drew a Brown University graduate, 

who began his career as a writer. He soon became actively 

involved in major efforts to preserve and protect the natural 

environmental heritage of RI. He particularly worked to 

sustain Ninigret Park in Charlestown, where the Frosty Drew 

Nature Center is located, and was instrumental in preventing 

the construction of a nuclear power plant in the town.

Frosty Drew Observatory welcomes visitors typically every 

Friday night. Hours change according to seasons and 

weather so it’s best to consult their website prior to visiting. 

Sometimes they open for special astronomical events as 

they happen, such as eclipses, comets and meteors. 

Visitors can expect a magical and romantic experience of 

stargazing under the darkest stretch of night sky within 225 

miles. 

Fredson Delgado

freds

Stargaze
in Charlestown
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sea

SOUTH COUNTY, RHODE ISLAND 

hugs the southernmost coast of the 

state. With a 100 miles of coastline 

and 20 public beaches, opportunities 

to get out on the water and explore 

abound. 

Here are ten easy ways for you to make 

the most of your vacation no matter 

what time of year you visit South 

County. Keep in mind that the ocean 

never sleeps and fishing charters, 

boat charters and activities such as 

para-sailing on ice and ice fishing are 

happening here in the winter and are 

quite the experience. 

But, most of you will come in the 

summer and there are so many ways 

to explore the water. Kids will enjoy 

learning to dig for clams and catch 

crabs in our salt ponds. Paddling 

out to a sandbar for a private picnic 

is ideal for those looking for a little 

romance. Advernture seekers can dive 

with sharks while leisure cruisers can 

set sail for a tour of our light houses, 

wind farms or Block Island. 

So read on and discover how you’ll 

explore the sea in South County, 

Rhode Island.                                                                          

deep
blue

10 ways to Get on the Water 
in South County, Rhode island

Photo: Dave Sarazen
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“Most sharks are only curious about divers and will 
leave them alone ... Of the 375 species worldwide, 
only about 30 have been identified as attacking a 

human.” [source: National Shark Research Consortium, Shark Attacks]

1. 20 Public Beaches
Find your perfect beach whether 

you’re looking for big waves, a 

quiet cove or a long stretch of 

sand. Choose which South County 

beach to visit here.

2. Paddle On
Canoe, kayak or paddle board 

whether out in the open or ocean 

or on a calm salt pond or rippling 

river. There are many places to rent 

canoes, kayaks or paddle boards. 

Click for a list. 

3. Hang Ten
Always wanted to learn how to 

surf? Take lessons! Warm Winds 

Surf Shop (you’ll see their van at 

Narragansett Town Beach) offers 

surfing lessons for those looking 

to ride the waves. Click to find a 

surfing lesson. 

4. Live Your Yacht 
Rock Dreams
Whether you choose a little speed 

boat, a family sized pontoon or 

a fancy yacht, you can live out 

your dreams of boating, by just 

chartering a boat fror the day. 

Drive it yourself or rent one with 

a captain and sit back and enjoy. 

View boat charters here. 

5. Get Hooked!

The port of Galilee offers many 

opportunities to catch your own 

fish. Whether baiting squid by 

night or hooking bass by day, set 

out to catch your own and then ask 

one of the nearby restaurants, like 

George’s of Galilee to cook it up 

for you. Book your fishing trip here. 

6. Island Hopping
Take a ride over to Block Island on 

the Ferry. It leaves daily from the 

port of Galilee. Go for the day or a 

spend a night or two on the island. 

Get your tickets here. 

7. Go Cruising 
See light houses, wind farms, 

whales or seals depending on the 

season. Several different types of 

cruises are available all year long. 

Narragansett Bay Cruises will take 

you to by 10 different lighthouses 

in Narragansett Bay. Frances Fleet 

find you whales in July and August, 

while Fish ‘n Tales Adventures and 

Save the Bay will bring you seal 

watching from November to April. 

Wind farm tours are available via 

the Block Island Ferry or via private 

charter with one of the fishing 

boats. Book your cruise here. 

8. Set Sail
Learn to sail no matter what age 

you are. Lessons for kids and adults 

are available at Greenwich Bay 

Sailing Association. Schedule your 

lesson today. 

9. Jet Set
We don’t think there’s anything 

more fun than jetting across the 

water on jet skis. The Purple Ape 

in Westerly and INZ Jest Ski Rental 

in Narragansett will make your jet 

ski dreams come true. The Purple 

Ape also has hydro bikes for those 

looking for a less intense thrill.

10. Shark Bait
For those extreme thrill seekers, 

boy do we have a treat for you! Go 

shark diving and get up close and 

personal with these creatures of 

the deep. Twilight and night diving 

are available for experienced 

shark divers and daytime trips 

are available a couple of times 

a month for those daring enough 

to try this. Marine photographers 

will be thrilled with the photo opps 

available on such a trip. Find out 

more if you dare, here. 
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Th e Fastest Trip From the 
Mainland to Block Island!

Less travel. More FUN!

It’s only 30 minutes from Pt. Judith to Block Island on our hi-speed ferry. 
Turn an ordinary weekend into an unforgettable one!

Enjoy the Ride
Sit back and relax–your ferry ride is yours to enjoy however you want! Whether you’re going away 
for a night, a week, or any amount of time in between. And feel free to bring your dog, bike, car, 
or cooler.

Bloody Marys and More
Start your vacation as soon as you step onboard! Enjoy a quintessential piece of the Block Island 
Ferry experience with our signature Bloody Mary.

Like No Other
There’s no place like Block Island. Whether it’s miles and miles of free beaches, scenic light hous-
es, delectable lobster rolls, or beautiful sunsets, you’ll enjoy the best of what New England has to 
offer.

Gift Cards
Our Block Island Ferry Gift Card is perfect for any gift-giving occasion. Cards may be purchased in 
any denomination from $15.00 to $200.00.

Sail Away… Departures from Pt. Judith and Newport at 
BlockIslandFerry.com

ADVERTORIAL
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Say“I Do”in

South County
Rhode Island

A South County wedding can be anything you dream. From boho beach vibes to fairytale 
castles complete with soaring towers, there’s an aesthetic for every couple. Whether you’re 
looking for a traiditional wedding in a luxury seaside resort or one with sweeping New England 
lighthouse views, ocean side vistas or a rustic woodland affair - South County has it all. Did we 
mention we believe love is love and all are welcome here?

Keep in mind that beach weddings require permits and you can find out more here. In order 
to help you plan your event, we have lists of vendors such as caterers, photographers, florists 
and more here. And a list of venues available for ceremonies, receptions and rehearsal dinners 
are also available here. 

If you have questions, feel free to reach out to us at info@southcountyri.com or 401-789-4422 
and we’ll be happy to answer your questions.

Photos left and below by Susan Sancomb.

From boho beach vibes to fairytale 
castles complete with soaring towers...
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Love
Is

Love
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Top 10 Restaurants for 

Seaside Dining 
in South County

Photo: Dave Sarazen

Listed below in alphabetical order are the Top 10 restaurants for seaside dining in South County 
according to our visitors:

1. Chair 5 in the Break Hotel in Narragansett - get ocean views from the rooftop deck.

2. Coast at Ocean House - gaze out at the ocean from this luxury hotel’s fine dining restaurant.

3. Coast Guard House in Narragansett - breathtaking views of Narragansett Town Beach.

4. George’s of Galilee - sit inside or outside, even right on the beach at this longtime favorite.

5. Finn’s Harborside in East Greenwich - sit outside on the deck with views of Greenwich Cove 
Marina.

6. Maria’s Seaside Cafe in Westerly - Hotel Maria’s restaurant sits across from Misquamicut Beach.

7. Matunuck Oyster Bar in South Kingstown- technically on a salt pond, but definitely a lovely view 
and a visitor (and local) favorite.

8. Paddy’s Beach Club in Westerly - dine with your toes in the sand right on Misquamicut Beach.

9. Sea Craft in Narragansett - the restaurant inside the new hotel The Shore House offers views of 
the ocean from inside and lawn seating across the street from the sea.

10. Wickford on the Water in North Kingstown - serving breakfast, lunch and dinner with a water-
front view of Wickford Harbor.

For more places to dine with a waterfront view in South County, click here. 
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It wouldn't be a classic New England getaway without 
lobsters and lighthouses! You'll get your fill of both on this 
three-day trip. Explore the charming, seaside village of 
Wickford and get a glimpse of what life was like two 
centuries ago. Take a 90-minute narrated Rhode Island 
Bay Cruises tour on a luxury high-speed catamaran past 
10 lighthouses and 10 islands in Narragansett Bay. Enjoy 
lunch by the water at Wickford on the Water followed by 
a trip on the ferry to Block Island. Dine at Sea Craft in the 
new Shore House Inn in Narragansett. End the evening 
gazing at stars at Frosty Drew Observatory . 

.,z)Afl 1 
Check in at the HHaammppttoonn  IInnnn in Coventry. 
Dinner at SSaaffeehhoouussee . 

..Z,Afj 1 
Visit WWiicckkffoorrdd  VViillllaaggee. 
Lunch by the water at WWiicckkffoorrdd  oonn  tthhee  WWaatteerr. 
Tour the lighthouses with RRhhooddee  IIssllaanndd  BBaayy  CCrruuiisseess. 
Dinner at FFiinnnn''ss  HHaarrbboorrssiiddee. 

.,z)Afl J 
Take the ferry to BBlloocckk  IIssllaanndd. Explore the island, shop, 
have lunch, enjoy the beaches. 
Dinner at the SSeeaa  CCrraafftt. 
Stargazing at FFrroossttyy  DDrreeww  OObbsseerrvvaattoorryy. 

What's better than dining by the ocean with your feet in 
the sand? On this three-day tour you can experience just 
that and more! Explore the premier resort village of Watch 
Hill. At Grey Sail Brewing you' ll tour the brewery and 
sample their beer in the tasting room. Lunch with your 
feet in the sand and a drink in your hand at the lively 
Paddy's on the Beach. Head out on a Save the Bay nature 
cruise where you may spot seals depending on the season. 
Dine at the Bridge Restaurant right on the Pawcatuck River. 
On the last day, take the ferry to Block Island. Then return 
for a classic New England seafood dinner at George's of 
Galilee right on Salty Brine Beach . 

.,z)Afl 1 
Check in at  the HHootteell  Maarriiaa in Westerly. 
Dinner at LLoonnggoo''ss  TTrraattttoorriiaa.  

..Z,Afj 1 
Visit WWaattcchh  HHiillll  LLiigghhtthhoouussee and the shops in Watch Hill. 
Brewery tour and tasting at GGrreeyy  SSaaiill. 
Lunch at PPaaddddyy''ss  oonn  tthhee  BBeeaacchh. 
SSaavvee  tthhee  BBaayy nature cruise. 
Dinner at BBrriiddggee  Reessttaauurraanntt. 
Shop in downtown Westerly.

.,z)Afl J 

Take the ferry to BBlloocckk  IIssllaanndd. Dinner at 
GGeeoorrggee''ss  ooff  GGaalliilleeee. 
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There's nothing more peaceful than wading out into the 
middle of a quiet salt pond and digging up clams for 

dinner. The Kayaks & Clams three-day tour will take you to 
Kenyon's Grist Mill where they have been grinding corn 
into flour since 1696. At Matunuck oyster farm owner Perry 
Raso will show you the oyster beds and explain sustainable 
aquaculture. You will also visit the nearby vegetable farm 
where he grows all the vegetables served at his restaurant, 
Matunuck Oyster Bar. There you will feast on oysters, fresh 
seafood, organic vegetables and more. Learn about South 
County's rural and coastal heritage at the South County 
Museum. Taste local brews at Whaler's Brewing Company 
and dine by the ocean at Maria's Seaside Cafe and the 
Coast Guard House. If you' d like to explore the waters via 
kayak, Narrow River Kayaks will give you a guided tour of 
the river where you can spot local wildlife in the tidal inlet, 
salt marsh, estuary and fresh water pond . 

.,z)Afl 1 
Check in at the HHaammppttoonn  IInnnn in South Kingstown. 
Dinner at CCooaasstt  GGuuaarrdd  HHoouussee . 

..Z,Afj 1 
Visit KKeennyyoonn''ss  GGrriisstt  MMiillll.  Kayaking at NNaarrrrooww  RRiivveerr  KKaayyaakkss.
Lunch and tour of the oyster farm at MMaattuunnuucckk  OOyysstteerr  BBaarr. 
Tasting and tour of WWhhaalleerr''ss  BBrreewwiinngg  CCoommppaannyy. 
Dinner at MMaarriiaa''ss  SSeeaassiiddee  CCaaffee . 

.,z)Afl J 
Take a glass blowing class at the GGllaassss  SSttaattiioonn in South 
Kingstown followed by lunch or dinner at TThhee  MMeewwss  TTaavveerrnn 
and shopping in downtown Wakefield. 

The off season offers many opportunities to enjoy the 
serenity of South County's natural beauty and to glimpse 
rare birds and seals. Stay at the surfer chic hotel The 
Break in Narragansett. Dine at Tavern on Main in 
Wakefield. After dinner see a show at the Contemporary 
Theater.  Start the second day with a seal watch cruise 
followed by lunch at the Bridge restaurant in Westerly. 
Learn about the history and ecosystem of the fishing village 
of Galilee through a self-guided interpretive sign tour. Dine 
at Chair 5 inside your hotel. On your last day travel across 
the bridge to Newport and explore the grand mansions. 
Dine at Farmhouse Kitchen + Bar in the eclectic Shelter 
Harbor Inn. End the evening stargazing at Frosty Drew 
Observatory . 

.,z)Afl 1 
Check in at the BBrreeaakk  HHootteell  in Narragansett. 
Dinner at TTaavveerrnn  oonn  MMaaiinn. 
CCoonntteemmppoorraarryy  TThheeaatteerr show . 

..Z,Afj 1 
SSaavvee  tthhee  BBaayy seal watch cruise. 
Lunch at BBrriiddggee. 
Interpretive sign tour of GGaalliilleeee. 
Dinner at CChhaaiirr  55 . 

.,z)Afl J 
Visit NNeewwppoorrtt and the mansions. 
Dinner at FFaarrmmhhoouussee  Kiittcchheenn  +  BBaarr in the Shelter Harbor Inn. 
Stargazing at FFrroossttyy  DDrreeww  OObbsseerrvvaattoorryy. 
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OppsPhoto: @aglaerials

15 Places to take stunning pictures in 
South County, Rhode Island

1. Narragansett Town 
Beach
Shoot photos of surfers riding killer 

waves or seals lounging on rocks. 

2. The Towers
This magnificent Narragansett 

landmark arches over Ocean Road  

like a fairytale castle. It is the perfect 

backdrop for selfies and portraits.

3.Point Judith 
Lighthouse
This beacon for sailors from another 

time makes for stunning surfer pics, 

selfies and beautifully frames the 

moon.

4. Black Point 

The ruins of an old stone carriage 

house and the cliffs on this seaside 

hike lend themselves to beautiful 

photos.

5. Narragensett Indian 
Monument
Take a selfie with this 23 foot sulpture 

carved from a single Douglas Fir 

by Peter Toth. It is one of 74 in the 

country honoring the American Indian.

6. Shannock Falls 
These smaill but pretty horseshoe falls 

in Richmond are beautiful in every 

season.

7. Stepstone Falls 
These low falls in West Greenwich 

were named as the #1 falls by the 

Weather Channel. The Falls River 

cascades over gray ledges to form a 

pictureque landscape.

8. Kinney Azalea 
Gardens
These six enchanting acres of over

1000 species of azaleas and 

rhododendrons in South Kingstown 

peak in mid-May through June.

9. Napatree Point
This sandy trail to the ocean favored 

by hikers and bird watchers in 

Westerly is the best place for sunset 

photos.

10. Watch Hill 
Carousel
This is the oldest continously 

operational flying horse carousel in 

the country. Photograph the kids as 

they reach for the brass ring!

11. Port of Galilee

There is no better place to capture 

the fishing boats, fishermen and 

lobstermen than this working fishing 

village in Narragansett.

12. Wickford Village 
and Harbor
This historic village in North Kingstown 

with its quaint shops and harbor is 

always picturesque but in October it’s 

spooktacular.

13. The Fantastic 
Umbrella Factory
This unique spot in Charlestown is not 

an umbrella factory at all, but a farm 

with a petting zoo, cafe, a bamboo 

forest and lots of shops selling goods 

by local artisans. Get a selfie in the 

bamboo forest.

14. The Farmer’s 
Daughter
This South Kingstown farm is stunning 

all year long, but at it’s best in 

late summer when the dahlias are 

in bloom and in the fall when the 

pumkins arrive. 

15. Frosty Drew 
Observatory
Nothing beats the night sky 

photography at this Charlestown 

spot.
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Photo: Ingrid Mathews Photo: @thevisceralexperiencePhoto: John Woodmansee

Photo: Fredson Delgado

Photo: @capt_hooke
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Scenic Hikes5

Photo: Franca Corina

Photo @tthrough_lifes_lensse

South County is full of lush forests and wildlife pre-
serves to hike and bike and go bird watching. Trails 
range from easy to difficult and are listed in no par-
ticular order. Some will bring you deep into the 
woods, while others will take you out to sea.

 Here are five of the most scenic:

1. Black Point Trail     
This scenic, fairly easy trail in Narragansett will lead 
you past the ruins of an old stone carriage house and 
out onto Scarborough State Beach.

2. Whale Rock Trail     
This easy trail also in Narragansett is a quick walk 
through the woods and continues onto a beach 
where you can see the remains of an old lighthouse.

3. John H. Chafee Nature Preserve  
There are various loops at this North Kingstown 
preserve where many go to see seals in the fall and 
spring.

4. Long Pond Trail     
This is a more challenging trail in Hopkinton and is 
known not only for its beauty, but also from the film 
“Moonrise Kingdom.” 

5. Napa Tree Point     
There is no better place to watch the sun set than 
this coastal trail in Westerly. This intermediate/easy 
trail brings you by the beach, up and down the 
dunes and allows for beautiful ocean views and is 
also a great place for bird watching. 
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Summer Lingers
Longer in South County

The warmest swim I ever 
had in New England was well past Labor Day, on the last day of September 
in South County, Rhode Island. As a born and bred New Englander from 
north of Boston, I’d been swimming in the chilly Atlantic waters since birth 
– from coastal Maine to Cape Cod. Growing up I never understood why 
the Rhode Island license plates declared it as “the ocean state.” Until, in 
my late 30s, my husband-to-be brought me on a tour of Little Rhody and 
I spontaneously jumped into the water at Captain Roger Wheeler State 
Beach in Narragansett. “It’s so warm!” I exclaimed. “I can’t believe tomor-
row is October 1st and the water is so warm.” After a coastal drive around 
South County, I understood why Rhode Island is known as “the ocean state.” 

Faye Brown

Photo @caitee_m
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Photo @alexialynnewhite

Photo: @anniewh0

Miles of hiking and biking trails 

weave their way through lush 

forests and wildlife preserves. 

In the spring and fall you might 

glimpse rare, migrating birds 

stopping for a rest on their way 

north or south. All year long you 

can still see owls, eagles and 

other osprey. South County 

has so much natural beauty to 

take in. Hikes range from easy 

to difficult, woodsy to coastal. 

You can easily explore a new 

trail every day you’re here.

It’s New England so don’t expect 

perfect weather every day, but 

even on the not so sunny days, 

there’s plenty to do. Brush up 

on history and tour one of our 

museums, like the birthplace 

of  Gi lber t  Stuar t  whose 

portrait of George Washington 

graces our dollar bill or visit 

the Tomaquag Museum and 

learn about indigenous culture 

from descendants of the 

native Narragansett tribe. In 

Narragansett tour the Towers 

which are all that remains of 

the Narragansett Pier Casino 

and Resort from the late 19th 

Twenty public beaches line 

the hundred mile coastline in 

South County, Rhode Island. 

Tucked in between these public 

beaches are many more secret, 

more private beaches only the 

locals really know and those 

visitors who return year after 

year and have discovered 

them, either by chance or by 

sheer determination to find 

them. Look around and you’ll 

find people exploring the water 

any way they can – paddling, 

whether by kayak, canoe or 

stand-up paddle board. Paddle 

out to a sand bar and you 

have your own private oasis – 

perfect for a romantic picnic. 

Catch some live music down 

at the Ocean Mist in Matunuck 

or take the kids to the oldest 

continuously operated flying 

horse carousel in the country 

down in the village of Watch 

Hill. While you’re there, hike 

Napa Tree Point and watch the 

sun set.

Miles of 
hiking and 

biking trails 
weave their 

way through 
lush forests 
and wildlife 
preserves... Photo @anniewh0
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century. The stunning building 

arches across Ocean Road 

and is now a popular wedding 

venue. During a storm, when 

the waves are high is the 

best time to watch surfers on 

Narragansett Town Beach. 

Dine on fresh, local seafood 

as often as you can. At the 

famous Matunuck Oyster Bar, 

the oysters are harvested right 

from the pond outside and the 

vegetables are all organically 

grown on a farm nearby. The 

Coast Guard House offers 

breathtaking ocean views and 

fresh seafood as does George’s 

of Galilee. While in Galilee, visit 

the docks and pick up some 

lobsters fresh off the boat 

directly from the lobstermen. 

You can also book a fishing 

charter for the day and catch 

your own fresh fish or try 

digging for clams at one of our 

many salt ponds. Nothing beats 

the satisfaction of catching 

your own dinner. 

Summer definitely lingers longer 

in South County, Rhode Island. 

I’d say the best month to visit is 

September. 

During a storm, 
when the sea is rough,

 is the best time to watch 
surfers ride the waves 

on Narragansett 
Town Beach

Photo @cashleycabrita
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HOOKED
on a Feeling
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Fresh seafood is abundant in South County, Rhode 
Island. You’ll find you can order local favorites such as 
lobster, clams, calamari, scallops and cod at almost every 
restaurant. Did you know that more pounds of squid are 
brought to shore in Rhode Island than any other seafood 
and that Rhode Island accounts for 54% of all squid land-
ings in the Northesast? It’s true and is the reason why 
calamari is the state’s official appetizer. 

The port of Galilee in Narragansett is where all of this 
happens. It’s also where you can buy fresh lobster right 
there on the dock from local lobstermen. Crabs are also 
readily available, as are other fish. 

Fishing charters leave daily if you prefer to catch your 
own. Full day, half day, off-shore and night fishing 
charters are available from several different companies 
including Frances Fleet, C-Devil Sport Fishing, Snappa 
and more. Night fishing is for catching striped bass, blue-
fish and there are special trips for squid. Off shore fishing 
is where you catch big game fish such as different kinds 
of tuna - albacore, yellowfin, bluefin, mahi-mahi and 
more. It’s also great for catching sharks, mako, thresher, 
hammerhead - all fun to fight and mako and thresher are 
also good for eating. Your catch can be cooked for you 
at George’s of Galilee by request. 

Clams are abundant in South County’s salt ponds. 
Clamming is a fun and easy activity the whole family can 
participate in. If you’re a visitor, start by visiting RI DEM 
and getting your recreational shellfishing licencse. Salt 
ponds are tucked away in every part of South County - 
use a rake and a bucket or dig with your feet the way the 
locals do. It’s easy and fun and at the end of the day you’ll 
have enough for a whole meal. 

You can also fish just about anywhere in South County. 
Drop a line in a pond, river or ocean and relax as you wait 
for those fish to bite!

More pounds of squid are brought to 
shore in Rhode Island than any other 
seafood and Rhode Island accounts 
for 54% of all squid landings in the 

Northesast.
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Fall in South
County

48   FLOAT MAGAZINE |  ISSUE 01 49  FLOAT MAGAZINE |  ISSUE 01



South County in the fall is full of brilliant colors such as orange, red and gold. Peak foliage falls a little later than Vermont, Maine, 
New Hampshire and Massachusetts, in the same way our beaches are warmer than theirs and stay warmer a little longer. And even 
though South County is primarily a summer destination, fall is full of festivals and activities. Rhythm & Roots kicks off the season 
every year on Labor Day weekend - full of music, dancing and arts and crafts, this sprawling festival takes over Ninigret Park. 
Misquamicut holds its annual Fall Fest around mid-September. Paddling through the autumn foliage is pretty magical and you can 
book an excursion through many companies all over the region. 

During the last week of October Wickford Village hosts Wickford’s Wicked Week where there are plenty of kid-friendly activi-
ties such as face painting, pumpkin decorating, and even adult happenings such as Wicked Bingo, the Horribles Parade and paddle 
boarding witches. Speaking of withces, did you know that Wickford Village is what the fictional village of Eastwick in John Updike’s 
novel the Witches of Eastwick was modeled after? 

Local farms, such as The Farmer’s Daughter and Clark Farms are fun to visit in the fall - there’s seasonal displays, animals for the kids 
to pet, pumpkins in so many colors and varieties, hay rides, corn mazes and more. 

Outdoor activities are a lot more comfortable in the fall. Go for a scenic bike ride or hike through the woods and see the foliage as 
well as rare, migrating birds. In fact, bird watching is pretty big here in the fall and serious birders and bird photographers can be 
found stealthily stalking these fleeting creatures with their cameras. 

Haunted happenings are easy to find in South County. Visit the grave of New England’s first and most famous vampire, Mercy 
Brown in Exeter and then take a ride down eerie Purgatory Road that is said to be not only haunted, but dangerous. Be careful! 
Experience Field of Screams - a more manufactured terror trip in West Greenwich. Or go ghost hunting in the famously haunted 
Paine House Museum in Coventry. Whatever your adventure - it’s sure to spook you!

Photo @bjammin777
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Tomaquag
Museum
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Explore Indigenous
Culture

The Tomaquag Museum was 

founded In 1958 by Mary E. 

Glasko, better known as Princess 

Red Wing of the Narragansett/

Pokanoket-Wampanoag tribes. 

It is Rhode Island’s first and only 

Indigenous Museum.  With the 

help of friend and colleague, 

anthropologist Eva Butler, they 

opened the Tomaquag Museum in 

Eva’s private home in Tomaquag 

Valley, a hamlet in Ashaway.  Eva 

Butler provided a broad collection 

of Indigenous belongings from 

across America and Princess 

Red Wing supplied her cultural 

knowledge to deliver public tours 

from a first-person perspective.  

After the passing of Eva Butler 

in 1969, Tomaquag Museum 

relocated to Exeter RI, adjacent 

to the then renowned Dovecrest 

Restaurant, serving Indigenous 

cuisine and owned by Ferris and 

Eleanor Dove of the Narragansett 

Tribe.  

In 1997, the Board reorganized 

and began programming for 

schools and organizations. 

Lorén Spears became the 

Executive Director in 2003 and 

has continued growing the 

organization.

In 2016 the Tomaquag Museum 

was awarded the National Medal 

for Museum and Library Service, 

the nation’s highest honor given to 

museums and libraries for service 

to the community. Tomaquag 

is the first and only museum 

in Rhode Island to have been 

presented this prestigious award.  

Visitors to the museum can learn 

about indigenous culture. There 

are several different tours and 

experiences available for adults 

and some geared specifically 

towards youth. The museum is 

happy to customize an experience 

specifically for you or your group. 

Experienc the museum via an 

interactive program kicked off 

by a welcoming social dance, 

go on a game tour that explores 

Eastern woodland games and 

their spiritual and cultural 

significance. Most popular is a 

guided nature hike through the 

beautiful Arcadia Management 

Area to explore indigenous plants 

and discover their traditional uses 

by the Narragansett People. Art 

workshops will teach you how to 

make dream catchers, corn husk 

dolls, beaded jewelery, trinket 

baskets and more. Your custom 

tour can also include storytelling, 

cultural education and film. 

Youth tours feature a scavenger 

hunt through the museum exhibits 

and can also be customized with 

any of the options available for 

adults. 

There is no better way to learn 

about indigenous culture than 

from the people themselves and 

to immerse yourself in their history 

for a few hours. You will come 

away with a deeper appreciation 

of the region and the people 

who inhabited South County long 

before white settlers came. It’s 

a great educational experience 

recommended for children as well 

as adults. 
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A Taste of  South County

Matunuck Oyster Bar’s Clear Broth Clam Chowder
Ingredients

• 8 pounds small quahogs or large cherrystone clams

• 7 cups water

• 6 cups clam broth (from steaming) or 4 cups clam broth plus 2 cups bottled clam juice

• 3 slices thick-sliced bacon, cut into ¼-inch cubes

• 4 tablespoons unsalted butter

• 2 medium-size onions, cut into ¼-inch cubes

• 3 ribs celery, cut into ¼-inch cubes

• 2 bay leaves

• 2 pounds Yukon Gold or other all-purpose potatoes, peeled and cut into ½-inch pieces

•  2 tablespoons chopped fresh Italian parsley

•  2 tablespoons minced fresh chives

•  1 teaspoon minced fresh dill 

• Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste         
  

Instructions

Scrub the clams and rinse them clean.

Add 7 cups of water to a large stockpot fitted with a steamer basket or colander, and bring to a boil.

Add half the clams to the basket and cover. Steam until the clams open, 5 to 10 minutes. (Discard any clams that don’t 
open.)

Repeat with the second batch of clams. Reserve 6 cups of the broth. Set aside.

Cool the clams; remove the meat from the shells and dice it into ½-inch pieces. Keep them covered and refrigerated until 
ready to use.

Put the bacon in a 5- to 7-quart pot over medium heat. Cook, stirring occasionally, until golden brown, about 10 minutes.

Pour off all but 1 tablespoon of the bacon fat, leaving the bacon in the pot. Reduce the heat to medium-low.

Add the butter, onions, celery, and bay leaves, and cook, stirring occasionally, until the onions are softened but not 
browned, 6 to 8 minutes.

Add the potatoes and reserved clam broth to the pot. Continue cooking over medium heat until the chowder begins to 
simmer. If it begins to boil, reduce the heat slightly. Cook until the potatoes are tender, about 15 minutes.

Just before serving, remove the pot from the heat, stir in the clams and herbs, discard the bay leaves, and season to taste 
with salt and pepper.

Serve hot.
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George’s of Galilee 
Summer Balm 
Ingredients:
• 3 ounces of Empress Gin

• 1 ounce of lavender liquor

• ½  ounce of fresh lemon juice 

• muddled lavender leaves 

Instructions:
Shake well and strain to serve.

Coast Guard House Mudslide
Equal parts of the following (approximately 1 oz. each):

• Vanilla Vodka

• Baileys

• Kahlua

• Island Oasis Vanilla Ice Cream

Instructions:

Glaze the inside of a 12 oz. glass with chocolate syrup, blend the alchohol with ice and 3 oz. of vanilla ice cream. Pour into 
glass and top with whipped cream and a cherry.

Photo @jendepo182
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